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Dear Parents / Caregivers, 

Welcome back to Tauranga Primary School for the 2010 school year.
We hope you all had a restfu l Christmas break and that those of you lucky enough to have time off from work 
enjoyed an extended summer holiday.

It is great to see all the children settled back in already and prepared for the new year. 
I would like to extend a special welcome to all our new school families and to our new staff members; Michelle 
Davidson, our new Year 4 teacher, and Tanya Parnwell, our new teacher aide. Congratulations to Janine Clark 
(Rm15) who got married in the holidays and will now be known as Mrs Janine Valder.  We also welcome back 
Johanna Brown who is returning to teach Year 5 in Room 10.

2010 will be another busy year. As the lead school for a Tauranga ICT PD (Information, Communication Technology 
Professional Development) Cluster we will be actively engaged with Tauranga Intermediate and Greenpark Schools 
in raising teachersÕ skill levels in interactive teaching, the use of computers, electronic whiteboards etc. Of course 
this will immediately benefit our students who have returned to school to find new Mimios (interactive units) in their 
classrooms.

We will also be incorporating the new National Standards into our literacy and numeracy teaching.  There should not 
be too much change for us in implementing these as our school expectations are generally in line with these. We 
are however expecting some change around the way we assess and report on the standards. The first training day 
for Senior staff is to be held at the end of February. 

Room Numbers;
Because of the recent addition of two new classrooms on the junior site we have taken the opportunity of 
renumbering the rooms on that side in a more sequential manner. Please familiarise yourselves with your childÕs 
classroom and number as, apart from Room 15, the classroomsÕ numbers have all changed.

Swimming:
At the beginning of each year a major focus for us is the teaching of aquatics, water safety and swimming.    This is 
not a co-curricular activity that is optional. It is expected that every child participates.  Professional advice states that 
there is no reason why children with grommets, asthma, colds etc cannot take part in our swimming programme 
unless a doctor states this should not be the case. We need a request for exemption in writing if your child cannot 
swim for any reason.

As a nation, our drowning statistics are alarming. We know that children who develop a good sense of water safety 
and simple strategies for survival make use of them and are able to apply them throughout their lives.

If your child goes to swimming club this does not excuse them from swimming at school as the school curriculum 
has a swimming component.

Can you please ensure your child/ren bring their togs each day. Even if the class is not timetabled to swim that day it 
may be better suited to swap with another class because of other commitments or there may be an opportunity for a 
lunch time swim.  If children have their togs each day then this is easy to manage.

We are looking forward to a very busy year and know that you will support us in providing the best programmes we 
can for your children. There is so much to fit into the four terms and it is imperative that your child attends school 
every day (unless they are ill). The expectations regarding National Standards make this even more important and 
one of the ways parents can help children to achieve is to ensure they are regular school attendees. 

Jenny McNicol
Principal
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Tauranga Primary School takes great pride in the 
presentation of our students, both in the way we conduct 
ourselves and in the smart presentation of our uniform.  
As this is the start of our summer term, it is timely to 
remind all families of our uniform requirements in 
summer:

¥ All students are expected to wear a Navy blue 
hat  whenever they are outside.  Either bucket or 
Aussie style, no logos should be visible on these.

¥ Jewellery:  only watches  and stud ear rings  are 
acceptable.  Taonga can be also worn under 
clothing.

¥ Hair Ties  and any other accessories should be 
Navy or White .

¥ We recommend that hair  on or below the 
shoulders be tied back .   This reduces the 
spread of head lice tremendously and also 
contributes to the smart presentation of our 
uniform.

Welcome back to 2010 Sport, 
A reminder to all those playing out of school sport: ie 
volley ball and cricket for Term 10 that you will need to 
purchase a sport uniform from the ofÞce ($22.50)
(this is not needed for focus on fun and milo cricket run 
here at the school)

We are short of players for a Y5/6 Cricket team.  If you 
would like to play please come and see Jason on Monday. 

DATES TO REMEMBER
Term 1
Monday 3 February  Ð  Thursday 1 April

Week 2
! 9 Feb Friends of  the School Mtg @ 7:00 pm

Week 3
! 17 Feb  Board of  Trustees Mtg @ 7:00 pm
! 18 Feb  Setting the Scene for 2010 @ 5:30 pm in     
                            the hall.  All parents invited
Week 4
! 23 - 26 Feb   Year 6 Camp @ Lake Whakamaru

Week 5
! 3 March         TPS Swimming Sports

Week 6
! 9 March         TPS Triathlon - 9:00 - 12:00 
! 12 March        Yr 4 Overnight Camp
! 14 March        Tauranga Top Schools Competition            

Week 7
! 17 & 18 Mar   Goal Setting Interviews
! 18 March        South Cluster Swimming Sports

Week 8
! 24 March       Board of  Trustees Mtg @ 7:00 pm
! 26 March       WBOP Swimming Sports

Week 9
! 29 March - 1 April   Yr 5 Camp @ Lake Whakamaru    
! 1 April            Last day of  Term 1

Term 2:  Monday 19 April - Friday 2 July

UNIFORM

SPORT TALK WITH JASON

 
Our senior students will be
selling Juicies every Friday
Lunchtime.  $1:00
Money raised will be used
towards camp.

Welcome back to school all children and parents - and a 
special welcome to all the children who are joining us for 
the first time.  This is shaping up to be a very interesting 
year and the Board will be working with the school 
management to make sure it's a positive and productive 
learning year for all children.

We ask all parents to please pay the requested school 
donation in order to help the school to continue providing 
all the extra activities and resources that we couldn't 
otherwise afford to.  If you want to make the donation, but 
are struggling to afford it, please talk to the team at
the office about what can be arranged.

This year is election year for the Board of Trustees, so 
parents of new and returning children please think about 
putting your name forward to become a Board member.  

Russell  Syme
Tauranga Primary School BOT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE

SNIPPETS.....

Wanted:  Plastic supermarket bags. please leave on 
the mosaics. Thanks

Sausage Sizzle - 19th February 2010
a separate order form will come home.

SUBWAY - will only be available on FRIDAYS
please refer to the new lunch menu coming out next 
week.

JUICIES
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 E-learning is learning and teaching that is facilitated by or supported through the smart use of information 
and communication technologies.   

In 2009, we set the following  Vision  for  E-learning  at Tauranga Primary School:
For e-learning to enhance powerful learning opportunities by providing engaging, accessible and 
authentic learning experiences for the 21 st Century learner.
Since then we have developed a strategic plan for the next three years.  In 2009 we have achieved the 
following targets:
¥ Purchasing wireless keyboard and mouse  for each class Ð to allow teachers to share access  to the data 

projector and laptop with students.
¥ Curtaining solutions  throughout the school to enhance  the picture quality of the data projector, 

especially in summer.
¥ Increased IT technician hours.
¥ Applied for and granted 50% TECT funding  ($34,000)   for refurbishing our computer suite (currently 

Room 13 on the Junior Site) and purchasing Mimio interactive whiteboards  for 2010.
¥ Applied for and have been awarded a $320,000 professional development contract  from the Ministry of 

Education (working with Tauranga Intermediate and Greenpark School).  Tauranga Primary is the lead 
school and the contract will run from 2010-2012.

Staff and students are excited by these new developments and we will keep parents informed of regular 
developments through the school newsletter.

2010
Already this yearÉ.
¥ Staff have had initial Òstart upÓ training for the use of the Mimio Interactive Whiteboards  and have 

started to experiment with the use of these as a teaching tool.
¥ The computer suite has had benches installed this week and the computers have arrived and are 

currently being ÒclonedÓ with appropriate programmes for our use.  We plan to have this suite ready for 
class use in Week 4.

¥ Two lead teachers  have been appointed (Sarah Sharples and Jo Howard) to guide staff professional 
development.

Looking aheadÉ.
¥ Throughout the year we will embark on significant professional development  to up skill ourselves in the 

use of this technology to enhance effective teaching practice.
¥ Investigate and initiate a considerable  funding initiative  Ð the ultimate plan is to have five high 

specification computers in each class .  This makes technology accessible on an as needed basis for 
each class, yet recognising that a computer is not always the best tool for learning.  

      Any offers of support would be greatly appreciated.

Fiona Hawes
Deputy Principal
fhawes@tauranga.school.nz

E-learning Update:

On the  18th February, 5.30pm  we will be holding a parent 
meeting in the hall that will give an overview of our school 
structure, routines and foci for the year.    

Setting the Scene

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS         

This year is Election year for the Board of 
Trustees.  
Please give thought to becoming a board 
member, it is very worthwhile and rewarding.

A notice calling for nominations will come out 
to all parents/caregivers shortly.  

Please contact one of our current board 
members (listed on the website) if you wish 
to Þnd out any further information.

www.tauranga.school.nz
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 COMMUNITY NOTICES 

SPEECH AND DRAMA WITH BARBARA GRAY       ATCL LTCL ATCL TEACHING, LTCL PERFORMING, TRINITY COLLEGE 
GUILDHALL LONDON
Classes are stimulating, interactive and FUN for children 7yrs plus. Trinity  Guildhall offers a syllabus to encourage the Ôeducation of 
the imaginationÕ, developing skilful listening and confident speaking. Classes after school at Tauranga Primary  Wednesdays or Fridays 
3.15-4.15pm. Fee $80 for eight weeks. Classes begin Wed 10th and Fri 12th Feb.  Contact barbaraandkatie@xtra.co.nz Ph 575 0266

4front School of Guitar   Lessons held at Tauranga Primary  School.  For more information contact:   Alex Price Ph 027 5609908 or 
email: alex@school of guitar.co.nz

Come along to  the Blue Rovers Funday , 4vs4 Soccer Tournament.  Great fun, spot prizes, sausage sizzle, soft-drinks and good 
coffee available.  Gold coin entry.  Trainers/sandshoes only (wear shinpads if you have them).  Morland Fox Park, Sunday 14th 10-1.   
For more details visit the club website, www.blueroversjfc.co.nz

WAIPUNA FOOTBALL CLUB 2010 REGISTRATIONS NIGHTS:  
Wednesday 10th February & Thursday 18th February from 6.00-7.30 pm at Waipuna Park Clubrooms.  Payment please on 
registration.    Preseason Training: 6:00 Ð 7.30pm at Waipuna Park.  8th , 10th & 12/13th Grades TuesdayÕs, 16th February to 16th 
March. 9th & 11th Grades Thursdays, 18th February to 18th March

Tauranga Synchronised Swimming club  are looking for new members.  Girls between the age of 10-16, who can already swim, but 
want to try something new.    Normal club training days are initially on a Saturday at Baywave.
Come along to Baywave any Saturday during February or March at 9.30am.  Entry fees into the pool will apply, come prepared to give 
it a go.  If you need more information call Sally on 0274 484 105 or 572 5140 (evenings)

Baxter Guitar & Drum Lessons
Lessons for all ages close to central tauranga. Phone Matt on 570 3350 or 021 0261 4723

Technics Music Academy offers quality individual lessons after school.  You can choose from Piano, Keyboard, Organ, Guitar, 
Ukulele, Recorder, Clarinet and Saxophone. Ph 577 0450 or email tma_tauranga @ hotmail.com.  Please see the website for more 
information.  www.webstarts.com/TechnicsMusicAcademy 

ARGOS GymSport  Tauranga, 32 Koromiko St  - Currently taking enrolments for Term One 2010 for Gymnastics, Tumbling, 
TeamGym, Trampoline. Classes for all ages and abilities, male and female,  in our fabulous set up facility. For more information 
www.argosgym.co.nz, or contact us at ARGOS, 577 0603 or email office@argosgymsport.co.nz

Got a bike? Get Ready!  The 2010 Perry Foundation Rev Cycle Festival  has something for everyone, from competitive racing 
through to little tackers on training wheels.  When?  Race day is 20 February 2010   Where?  The University of Waikato   Call:  07 838 
4664  Visit:  www.therev.co.nz   

Invitation to a free family event celebrating World Wetlands Day 2010  -  LOVE YOUR WETLAND  FEBRUARY 14th
Indulge in a new kayak trail   10.30am Free kayaking*    11.30am Guided nature walk  12.30pm Sausage Sizzle       2.00pm Finish
Where? Kaituna wetland, Pah Road, off SH2, east of Te Puke.  When? Sunday February 14th from 10.30am   
*Bring your own kayak and lifejackets, or enjoy the free kayaks available on the day. Bring sunscreen and a hat. A small amount of 
food and drink will be provided but bring your own lunch, drinks and snacks please.
Children must be supervised by an adult at all times.   Contact phuggins@doc.govt.nz for further details, or call 07 571 2723.
 
 SINGING, KEYBOARD, PIANO and THEORY  contact Rose Whiting 577 9121

Friends of the School  (FoTs)

creating special school day memories for our students

The first meeting for the ÒFriendsÓ  is on Wednesday 9 th 
of February, 7pm  in the school staffroom.  
Everyone is invited to attend, it is a great way to meet 
other parents as well as contribute to the running of 
the school.  The Friends of the School assist by running 
events such as sausage sizzles, discos and  calendar 
art. 
Funds raised go towards projects in the school.   In 
2009 the friends built the fabulous new sand pit on the 
Junior site (including sun shade and mosaic), 
extended the sandpit of the senior site, set up the 
Movie Makers group with a digital camera, movie 
camera etc and part funded the data projector in 
Room 11.

ALL ROUND KIDS After School 

A survey form will go home today from Allround Kids, 
an Oscar award winning after school and holiday care 
provider.  They will be replacing BKids.

They would llike the you to Þll it our and return to 
school as soon as possible so that they can use it to 
best gauge our school families requirements for before 
school, after school and holiday care.

They have been operating from Tauriko School since 
2008 and are in the process of setting up in new 
facilities  above Hedgehog bikes but will not be ready 
until later in the term.  You can contact them on 
544-1370 or email: allroundkids@hotmail.com
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